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Preface  

 

     Have you ever been asked a question, and you did not know the 
answer? How did you feel? Did it discourage you? Or did is motivate 
you to find the answer?  

     Maybe you were not asked a question, but something caught 
your eye when reading or you heard something in a sermon that 
puzzled you regarding the books of the Old Testament such as 
Proverbs or Song of Songs. You have got a question. Good chance 
you will find an answer in these pages. 

     The book of “Joshua to Song of Songs in Outline” has one 
purpose: to help you get a handle on the Historical and the Poetic 
Books of the Old Testament. It is well to stand back and view the 
overall Christocentric structure of the history of Israel. In there you 
see the preparation for the coming of the Promised Messiah, the 
Seed of the woman, and the Saviour of mankind. 

    May God be praised and His name highly exalted for all good 
things that come from Him. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria- To God alone be the Glory 

 

Botros Botrosdief   

2020 
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Introduction to the Historical Books 

 

      There are essentially two main themes in the Bible: what has 
gone wrong with our world and how it can be put right. Genesis tells 
us exactly the root of the problem, and how God promised to put it 
right by rescuing humanity from sinful nature through the Promised 
Saviour, the Seed of the Woman; the rest of the Bible shows the 
details. 

  

The place of the Historical and Poetics Books in the Bible 

    The Old Testament can be divided into four basic sections. Each 
these section has a particular emphasis in its teaching about Christ, 
the Promised Saviour of mankind. 

     The first section, the Books of the Law, from Genesis to 
Deuteronomy, reveal the foundation of Christ, the Promised saviour. 
The second section, the Historical Books, from Joshua to Esther, 
reveal the preparation for Christ, the Seed of the Woman. The third 
section, the Poetry Books, from Psalm to Song of Songs, reveal the 
aspiration for Christ. The fourth section, the Prophetic Books, from 
Isaiah to Malachi, reveals the expectation of Christ. 

      Concerning the first section, the Books of the Law, and the fourth 
section, the Prophets, you will find the general scope in my book, 
“The law and the prophets in Outline”.    In this book, we need only to 
show the place of the Historical and the Poetry Books in their 
general scope of preparation and the aspiration for Christ. 

     The Historical Books are placed in the second section of the Old 
Testament, while the Poetry Books are placed in the third section of 
the Old Testament as shown in the following chart. 
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First Section The Law - The 5 Books of Moses 

   Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy. 

Second Section The 12 Historical  Books 

    Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 
Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther. 

Third Section The 5 Poetry Books 

    Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 
Songs. 

Fourth Section The 16 Prophets 

 The 4 major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah- 
Lamentation, Ezekiel, Daniel. 

The Minor 12 Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 

 

The five great periods in Israel’s history  

   The biblical record corresponds to these periods, as is clear from 
the following survey: 

1. The Patriarchal Period (Genies 12 -50) – c 2000 to 1875 B.C 
2. The Theocratic Period (Exodus – Ruth) – 1445- 1043 B.C. 
3. The Monarchical Period (I Samuel – II Chronicles) – 1043 to 

586 B.C. 
4. The Exilic Period (no historical books, but we can see part of 

that history in the Prophetic Books) – 605 to 536 B.C. 
5. The Restoration Period (Ezra to Esther) – 536 to 420 B.C. 

     The Patriarchal Period began when Abraham the promised land. 
It includes the life span of his son Isaac, his grandson Jacob, and 
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Jacob’s entire family of seventy persons who entered Egypt about 
1875 B.C. Following this emigration from the Promised Land, Israel’s 
history experienced an interim of over four hundred years which 
ended in bondage in Egypt. Then in about 1450 B.C. God raised up 
Moses to deliver His people. 

     The Theocratic Period began when God delivered Israel from 
Egypt and ruled directly over them by way of His Law and through 
His prophetic spokesmen. Beginning with Moses this form of rule 
continued through Joshua and concluded with Samuel. There was 
no king in Israel since God was their king and they were His kingdom 
as God said in Exodus 19:6, “you] will be for me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. These are the words you are to speak to the 
Israelites.” 

     The Monarchical Period began when Israel demand for a king 
so they could be like the surrounding nations. God permitted Israel to 
have a king. Israel’s first three kings, Saul, and then David followed 
by Solomon. At Solomon death, the kingdom divided into two parts, 
the northern kingdom known as Israel and the southern kingdom 
known as Judah.  These kingdoms gradually deteriorated because 
their failure to heed God’s voice and their worship of idols that led to 
their downfall.  

     The exilic Period began when Israel was taken captive by the 
Assyrians in 772 B.C. Judah was taken captive by the Babylonians 
in 605 B.C. Jerusalem and the Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. 
But God in His mercy used three prophets: Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Daniel to restore hope of the rerun to God and to Jerusalem. The 
seventy years captivity by the Babylonian came to an end in 536 
B.C., when God raised the Persian kingdom to overthrow the 
Babylonian kingdom and Cyrus the king of Persia made the 
proclamation that permitted the remanet of Israel to return under 
Zerubbable (See Jeremiah 25:11; Daniel 9:1-3; Ezra 1:1-4). 
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       The Restoration Period began from 536 to 420 B.C. Israel 
returns in three waves;  

1. Lead by Zerubbabel, the first wave of less than 50,000 people 
returned and began work on the Temple, managing to lay the 
Temple's foundations before quitting. Years later the project 
was restarted and the temple was completed (Ezra 1-6). 

2. Lead by Ezra, the second wave consisted of just over 1,700 
people. The priests returned and the law again was taught and 
followed (Ezra 7-10). 

3. Lead by Nehemiah, this group rebuilt Jerusalem's walls and 
reestablished the government with Nehemiah serving as 
governor for twelve years (Nehemiah). 

     The restored Israel never again became a monarchy. They were 
ruled by governors, but had no king. When their king, the Promised 
Messiah, the Seed of the Woman, the Saviour of the world, the Lord 
Jesus, the Christ did come, some hundred years later, He was 
rejected and crucified by their leaders, but He was received by many 
from Jews and Gentiles. He is our True King.  
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1. Notes on the book of Joshua 

 

      God uses Moses to lead the Israelites out of the Egypt, but He 
uses Joshua to take them into the Promised Land. The book of 
Joshua records the end of Israel’s forty years of the wilderness 
wanderings to settle in the Promised Land. Here we see the 
faithfulness of God’s declared and demonstrated to Jacob’s 
descendants in spite of their failure to obey him completely (Joshua 
21:45). The book ends with Joshua’s re-gathering of the nation for 
his final exhortation. 

 

Q1: Who wrote the book? 

     Inspired by the Spirit of God, Joshua the son of Nun, the 

successor of Moses as leader over Israel, penned this book, except 

the last five verses of the book that was added by the high priest 

Phinehas after the death of Joshua.  

 

Q2: When was Joshua written? 

    The Book of Joshua was written between 1406 and 1370 B.C. 

 

Q3: What are the Key Verses of the Book of Joshua?  

Joshua 1:6-9, "Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your 

mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 

everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
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Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with 

you wherever you go". 

Joshua 24:14-15, "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all 

faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped in 

Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems 

undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served in Egypt, or the 

gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and 

my household, we will serve the LORD." 

 

Q4: What was the Purpose of Writing? 

    The book of Joshua celebrates God’s faithfulness to His promises. 

God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’s descendents were 

being fulfilled before the people’s eyes. “Not one of the good 

promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all 

came to pass” (Joshua 21:45). The Book also pointed to the 

important of faith and the dangerous of disobedience to God’s 

command.  We see Rahab’s great faith in one true God, and the 

failure of God’s people to possess the land completely, leaving the 

Canaanites there who became a damaging influence on Israel as 

years went by. 
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Q5: How do we understand Joshua 6:21, “Then they utterly 
destroyed all in the city, both men and women, young and old, 
oxen, sheep, and asses, with the edge of the sword”?  

    Some condemn God as a moral monster, turning away from Him 
and losing faith. Others believe that these verses are human 
additions to the true Word of God. Conservatives say, this was God’s 
judgment on the sin of the Canaanites using the Israelites as he 
used later the Assyrians and the Babylonians to judge the sins of 
Israel and Judah.  

     The Canaanites engaged in a list of awful practices, including 
child sacrifice, temple prostitution, witchcraft, idol worship, and just 
about everything the Lord had ordered the Jews not to do in 
Deuteronomy 12:31, "Every abominable thing which the Lord hates 
they have done for their gods; for they even burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire to their gods".  

    Israel, in fact, didn’t wipe out the Canaanites. They rarely did what 
God commanded, and they often reaped the cyclone of this 
disobedience.  

    In Psalm 106:36-39 we’re told that the People of God took up the 
wicked habits of those they had been ordered to conquer, and fell 
into damnation of exiles because of it. “They served their idols, which 
became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters to the demons; they poured out innocent blood, the blood 
of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of 
Canaan; and the land was polluted with blood. Thus they became 
unclean by their acts, and played the harlot in their doings”. 
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Q6: What is the outline of the Book? 

     The Book of Joshua can be summarized as follows:  

Ch 1-12: Entering and conquering the Promised Land. 

Ch 13-22: Distributing the portions of the Promised Land. 

Chapters 23-24: Joshua’s farewell address 

 

Q7: How do we apply the message of the book? 

     God is the ultimate promise-keeper. As faithful and present as He 
was with Israel, so He is with us. His promises still for us if we heed 
His Word “Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (1:9). 

    Joshua was told four times in chapter 1 to be courageous. 
 Perhaps he was afraid more times than the passage tells us. But he 
did not shrink back in fear!  He overcame his fear and every obstacle 
the enemy put into his path in trusting God’s Word and he 
courageously took a hold of the Promised Land.  

    Joshua took God at His Word and believed Him even when it 
would seem foolish to do so. Let us be like Joshua focus on the 
promises of God rather than fearing the obstacles of the enemy. Let 
us be like Joshua, rather than focusing on what his eyes could 
physically see, he focused on the words of God and faithfully obeyed 
every command.   
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2. Notes on the Book of Judges 

 

    The book of Judges takes its name “Shophetiam”, from the 12 
judges who ruled and delivered Israel from their enemies.   

Q1: What is the book of Judges about? 

     The book of Judges shows a tragic story of the lawless period of 
Israel’s history. It is the Divine records of Israel’s repeated failures 
and their disloyal to God not only 40 years wandering through sin in 
the wilderness as their ancestors did, but ten times 40 (400 years) in 
the Promised land.  

    The book shows the cycle of sin, slavery, repentance and 
deliverance.  When they rebelled through idolatry and disbelief, God 
brought judgment through foreign oppression. When they cried out in 
repentance, God raised up a deliverer to save them from their 
oppressors.  When the people fell back into sin, the cycle started 
over again.  

     The book of Judges includes many of the most graphic, violent, 
and disturbing scenes in all Scripture. But not all gloom, the book is 
not only a book of relapses but it is also a book of deliverance. God 
is seen in this book pursuing and restoring His backsliding people 
“for the Lord had compassion on them as they groaned under those 
who oppressed and afflicted them” (Judges 2:16-19).  

    In this book we meet many heroes of faith “Othniel, Gideon, 
Shamgar, Deborah, Jephthah, Ehud and Samson”, who were 
imperfect individuals, but they answered God’s call to deliver the 
Israelites in sometimes dramatic form. If there are 7 apostasies and 
7 slavery, there are 7 cries and 7 deliverances. 
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Q2: What are the key verses in Judges? 

1. “The Israelites said to the Lord, 'We have sinned. Do with us 
whatever you think best, but please rescue us now'” (Judges 
10:15). 

2. “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 

Q3: Who wrote the book and when? 

    It is evident from the phrase found four times in the closing 
chapters of the book of Judges, “In those days there was no king in 
Israel” (17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25), that the prophet Samuel, wrote the 
book, between 1051 - 1004 BC, after Saul was anointed king and 
before David established his throne in Jerusalem.  

Q4: What's the message of Judges? 

    The primary message of Judges is that God will not allow sin to go 
unpunished. Disobedience or even partial obedience to God brings 
oppression and bondage. God in his mercy responds in deliverance 
to the repentance and prayers of His oppressed people. This 
teaches the long-suffering and love of God for His own. 

Q5: What is the outline of the book of Judges?  

The Book of Judges can be divided into three sections:  

Chapters 1-2: Inexcusable Compromise- apostasy.  

Chapters 3-16: Rule of the twelve Judges- loyalty. 

Chapters 17-21: Inevitable Corruption “Idolatry in the north- Dan and 
Immorality in the south- Benjamin”. 
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Q6: How do we apply this book? 

     The Book of Judges is a testament to God’s faithfulness. Though 
we may be unfaithful to Him, as the Israelites were, still He is faithful 
to save us “If we are faithless, He will remain faithful” (2 Tim 2:13). 
“He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful” (1 Cor.1:8-
9). 

    Perhaps we may feel that our difficult circumstances are 
overpowering our faith as if God is disciplining us right now. But let 
us not forget that our loving God disciplines those He loves “because 
the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he 
accepts as a son" (Heb 12:6).  

    Let us return to Him. Remember, trust, and obey. God has never 
failed to open His arms in love to His people whenever they repent 
from their wicked ways and call upon His name (Judges 2:18).  
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3. Notes on the book of Ruth 

 

     There are two books in the Bible named after women: Ruth, a 
Moabite, who married a Hebrew husband; Esther, a Jewess, who 
married a Persian king.  

Q1: Why the book of Ruth is so important? 

    Every event related back to a woman named Naomi: her 
husband’s and sons’ deaths, her daughters-in-law, her return to 
Bethlehem, her God, her relative, Boaz, her land to sell, and her 
offspring. Almost without peer in Scripture, this story views “God 
through the eyes of a woman.” 

     Naomi has been compared to a female Job. She lost everything: 
home, husband, and sons and even more than Job did- her 
livelihood. She joined the ranks of Israel’s lowest members: the poor 
and the widowed. She cried out in her grief and neglected to see the 
gift that God placed in her path—Ruth. 

    The book reveals the extent of God’s grace—He accepted Ruth 
into His chosen people and honored her with a role in continuing the 
family line into which His appointed king, David, and later His Son, 
Jesus, would be born (Matthew 1:1-5). 

Q2: Who wrote Ruth and when was the Date of Writing? 

   Under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, the Prophet Samuel 
wrote this book as Jewish tradition says. The final words of the book, 
Ruth 4:17-22, link Ruth with her great-grandson, David, so we know 
it was written after his anointing by the prophet Samuel between 
1011 and 931 B.C.  
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Q3: What was the purpose of writing? 

     One chief purpose of the book is the tracing of the genealogy of 
David, and of David’s Lord. Ruth 4:17 say, “The women living there 
said, 'Naomi has a son.' And they named him Obed. He was the 
father of Jesse, the father of David."  

     The book also is designed to set forth the power of a pure love to 
overcome all difficulties. Strange to say, it is not the story of a 
romantic love between a young man and a young woman, but the 
story of a young widow’s passionate and devoted love for her old 
mother in law.  

    Ruth faith in the God of Israel and her love for Naomi brings her 
into the privileged lineage of Christ. 

Q4: What is the Golden Verse of the Book of Ruth? 

     There is nothing in human literature more beautiful than Ruth’s 
saying to her mother in law "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn 
back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. 
Your people will be my people and your God my God'" (Ruth 1:16-
17). It is sublime. 

Q5: What is the message of the book of Ruth? 

     The primary message of the book is that of rest. The true rest can 
only be found in the kinsman-redeemer. Naomi and Elimelech 
forsook rest when they left the Promised Land. Naomi sought rest for 
Ruth her daughter in law. Ruth found rest through Redemption and 
union with Boaz, her Redeemer. Ruth said to Boaz, “Spread the 
corner of your garment over me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer" 
(Ruth 3:9). And Boaz said to Ruth “And now, my daughter, don't be 
afraid. I will do for you all you ask” (Ruth 3:11). 
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     Boaz the kinsman redeemer is a type of Christ, Ruth being a type 
of us Gentiles. For us there is no rest in the world but in union with 
our Divine Redeemer. 

Q6: What is the analysis of the Book? 

The book of Ruth may divide into four parts; 

1. Rest Forsaken: Emigration to Moab (Chapter 1:1-5) 
2. Rest Desired: Return to Judah (Chapter 1:6-22) 
3. Rest Sought: Ruth’s obedience to Naomi’s advice (Ch 2-3) 
4. Rest Found and Secured in union with the Redeemer (Ch 4)  

Q7: What are the applications of Ruth for us today? 

     The book of Ruth contains many principles with profound impact 
to our lives today. As we read over the great story of Ruth, there are 
three important applications for our lives today. 

1. Let us remember first of all that God overrules in our lives. 
The sovereignty of our great God is clearly seen in the story of Ruth. 
God was working out his purpose in Ruth’s circumstance even 
though she was not aware of it. He guided her every step of the way 
to become an ancestor of the Messiah our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 1:5).  

    Ruth was able to bring encouragement to Naomi, in presenting 
her with a grandchild. That child in turn had a son whom he named 
Jesse, and Jesse had eight sons the youngest of whom was David 
and through his descendant the Messiah had come. In the same 
way, we have assurance that God has a plan for each of us. Just as 
Naomi and Ruth trusted Him to provide for them, so should we. 
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2. Keep Your Commitments 

     Ruth decided to take refuge under the wings the LORD, the God of 
Israel and she head to Bethlehem with Naomi “Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and 
your God my God” (Ruth 1:16 & 2:12). Ruth was brave in keeping 
her commitment to Naomi, staying with her instead of looking to her 
own interests.  

    Like Ruth, let us run to the Lord God almighty, Yahweh, our great 
Redeemer, He is the loving, faithful, and sovereign God who has 
never failed to care and provide for those who take refuge in Him.  

3. Our Decisions Matter  

    Elimelech made wrong decision when he decided to leave the 
Promised Land. He and his family had fled Judah to escape a 
famine, but he and his two sons met death in Moab. Ruth decided to 
go to the Promised Land, and there she met Boaz her kinsman 
redeemer. Boaz knew there was another man in line ahead of him 
for Naomi’s land. Boaz was very happy to marry Ruth but he was 
concerned that justice should be seen to be done. He decided not 
proceed until the nearest relative had publicly renounced his claims 
and that what he did. Never underestimate the power of our 
decisions, commitment, humility, and integrity! 
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4. Notes on the first book Samuel 

 

Q1: Why is First Samuel so important? 

    First Book of Samuel marks a great turning point in Israel’s history: 
Israel’s transition from theocracy to monarchy. The events that 
happen in 1 Samuel took place over a period of about 110 years, 
stretching from the closing days of the judges, the call of Samuel to 
the prophetic ministry, the rise and fall of King Saul, and to the 
anointing of young David as the King after Saul.  

Q2: Who wrote the book? 

     Together, 1 and 2 Samuel form one book in the Hebrew Bible. 
The Greek translation of the Bible, the Septuagint, was the first 
version to divide the material into two parts. Though named after its 
main character, the prophet Samuel, the book does not claim an 
author. However, 1 Chronicles 29:29 gives us a clue that Samuel 
may have written chapters 1 to 24:22, which are the information 
about a biography of his life and career up to his death, along with 
Nathan and Gad, who recorded the “Acts of King David.”  

Q3: What is the Story of 1 Samuel? 

    Samuel serves the people as a prophet and judge. He speaks the 
word of the Lord to Israel, and teaches them how to live as the 
people of God. But when Samuel grows old and Israel’s enemies 
attack, the people demand that Samuel appoint a king, similar to the 
kings of the surrounding nations (1 Samuel 8:5). Samuel advises the 
people to trust in God and not in human leadership, but the people 
do not listen–they are determined to have a king rule over them and 
deliver them from their enemy. So God gives them Saul. 
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    Saul ignores the word of the Lord and wants only the approval of 
men. He disobeys God several times, and does not direct the 
Israelites to live as God’s holy people. So God gives them David. 

    David is a “man after God’s own heart whose desire to do God’s 
will” (1Samuel 13:14). We witness his victory over Goliath (17:1–58), 
his deep friendship with Jonathan (18:1–4), and his growing military 
prowess (18:5–30). Saul fears that David will seize his kingdom 
eventually, and spends the rest of his life hunting David down. The 
book concludes with Saul’s death (31:1–13).  

Q4: What are the Key verses of 1 Samuel? 

1 Samuel 12:24-25, “Only fear the LORD and serve Him in truth with 
all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for 
you. But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept 
away”.  

1 Samuel 15:22, “To obey is better than sacrifice”  

Q5: What is the main outline of 1 Samuel? 

1. God raises up Samuel as prophet and judge (1 Sa 1–7). 
2. Israel demands a king: Saul (1 Sa 8–15). 
3. God raises up David to be king of Israel (1 Sa 16–20). 
4. Saul hunts David out of jealousy (1 Sa 21–31). 

 

Q6: What are the most important themes of 1 Samuel? 

1. God’s kingship. God is King of the universe and always has 
been. God appointed David, to rule over His people. This 
history validates David’s house as the legitimate rulers of 
Israel. It also fulfills Jacob’s promise that the scepter will never 
depart from Judah, David’s tribe (Genesis 49:10). 
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2. God’s providential guidance. God repeatedly made every 
day events work for His purposes. He used Hannah’s 
contentious relationship with Peninnah (1 Samuel 1:1-128), 
leading Saul to Samuel during Saul’s search for lost donkeys 
(9:1–27), and caused David to learn of Goliath while taking 
food to his brothers (17:1–58). These are but a few examples. 

3. Reversal of human fortune: Normal human patterns were 
reversed by God so that His plan could be furthered, showing 
His sovereignty over all. Samuel became prophet instead of 
Eli’s sons (2:12; 3:13); Saul rose to prominence though he was 
from a lowly tribe; and David was anointed king though he was 
the youngest son (16:1–13).  

Q7: How do I apply the book of first Samuel? 

God is still sovereign in the twenty-first century. He accomplishes His 
purposes in the lives of Samuel, Saul, and David. He requires us to 
obey His Word. Will we obey Him as Samuel and David did and live 
lives marked by blessing? Or will we, like Saul, try to live on our own 
terms? “To obey is better than sacrifice,” Samuel told Saul (1 Samuel 
15:22). That truth still speaks to us today. 
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5. Notes on the second book of Samuel 

 

     The book of 2 Samuel recounts David’s reign over Israel.  David 
expanded Israel’s borders from Saul’s smaller territory and by the 
end of his reign; David controlled Edom, Moab, Ammon, Syria. Other 
kingdoms, such as Tyre and Hamath, established treaties with him. 

Q1: Who wrote the book? 

1 and 2 Samuel form one book in the Hebrew Bible, but the 
Septuagint, the Greek version of the Bible, first divided these books 
into two parts. Although the book does not name a specific author, 
the material was compiled from documents written and collected by 
the prophets Nathan, Gad, and Samuel—the prophet for whom the 
book is named. The books were written after the end of David’s reign 
(1 Chronicles 29:29). 

Q2: What was the Date of Writing? 

    Originally, the books of 1 and 2 Samuel were one book. The 
translators of the Septuagint separated them, and we have retained 
that separation ever since. The events of 1 Samuel span 
approximately 100 years, from c. 1100 B.C. to c. 1000 B.C. The 
events of 2 Samuel cover another 40 years. The date of writing, 
then, would be sometime after 960 B.C. 

Q3: What is Second Samuel Key Themes? 

    The central theme of the books of Samuel is how the sovereign 
God established a dynasty in Israel for David rather than Saul and 
how the Lord chose Jerusalem as the place where David’s 
successor would establish the temple for the worship of Yahweh, the 
God of Israel. The sovereign God, who has guided David’s life, 
chooses David as the ruler of God’s people. God pledges to David 
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an eternal covenant. David thus becomes the prototype of the future 
Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

    The book is pointing to the Davidic covenant and the Messianic 
promise.  Second Samuel 7 is a turning point in the history of 
salvation. God chose David to be the beginning of an enduring 
dynasty, from which the ultimate Ruler, Jesus, would come. God 
used David to fulfill his eternal plan of salvation, not because he was 
perfect from a human viewpoint, but because the Lord was “with him” 
and showed grace to him. God’s unconditional promise to David 
would be fulfilled ultimately in David’s descendant Jesus Christ. The 
covenant also included a continuing promise that the people of Israel 
would have a land of their own forever. 

Q4: What are the Key Verses? 

2 Samuel 7:16: “Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before me; your throne will be established forever”. 

2 Samuel 22:2-4: “The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my 
deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and 
the horn of my salvation. He is my stronghold, my refuge... I call to 
the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my 
enemies”. David celebrated God’s faithfulness in Psalm 89:34-37, 
penning these words inspired by God: “My covenant I will not violate, 
Nor will I alter the utterance of My lips. Once I have sworn by My 
holiness; I will not lie to David. His descendants shall endure forever. 
And his throne as the sun before Me. It shall be established forever 
like the moon, And the witness in the sky is faithful.” 

Q5: What is the outline of Second Samuel?  

    The book of Second Samuel can be divided into two main 
sections; David’s triumphs (chapters 1-10) and David’s troubles 
(chapters 11-20). The last part of the book (chapters 21-24) is a non-
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chronological appendix which contains further details of David’s 
reign. It includes information concerning a three-year famine in the 
land (chapter 21), a song of David (chapter 22), a record of the 
exploits of David’s bravest warriors (chapter 23), and David’s sinful 
census and the ensuing plague (chapter 24). 

Q6: What is foreshadowing in the book?  

    The Lord Jesus Christ is seen primarily in two parts of 2 Samuel. 
First, the Davidic Covenant as outlined in 2 Samuel 7:16: “Your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne 
will be established forever”.  Christ is the fulfilment of that Covenant; 
the angel said to Mary that Christ “Will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his 
kingdom will never end"(Luke 1:31-33).  Second, Jesus is seen in 
the song of David in 2 Samuel 22:2-51, the rock, fortress, his refuge 
and saviour. Jesus is our Rock (1Cor 10:4; 1 Peter 2:7-9), the 
fortress to whom we “have fled for refuge” (Heb 6:18), and our only 
Saviour (Luke 2:11; 2 Tim 1:10).  

Q7: What is the application of the book? 

     Anyone can fall. Even a man like David, who is known as a “man 
after [God’s] own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), but he truly desired to 
follow God.  Though he was tempted and sinned greatly and made 
mistakes, he acknowledged those failures and repented before God. 
Repent means to turn away from sin and turn toward righteousness. 
Our Father knows we are not perfect. So His Son, Jesus Christ, paid 
the price for our sins so that we can become righteous in God’s sight 
through faith. And although our salvation is secure, our daily sins can 
hinder our relationship with God. When we confess our sins, turning 
to the Lord in humility, He will forgive us and restore our relationship 
with Him. The apostle James says, “Humble yourselves in the 
presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you” (James 4:10). 
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6. Notes on the books first and second Kings 

 

Q1: Who wrote first and second Kings? 

     These two books in Hebrew Bible is one book called “Melechim” 
which means “Kings”.  The authors of these two books are unknown, 
but tradition suggested, Jeremiah to be the author, because he was 
a prophet-historian. As the titles of the books indicate, 1–2 Kings 
describe the period of the monarchy in ancient Israel (970–586 b.c.), 
concentrating on the kings who ruled after David. 

Q2: What is the theme of the first and second Kings? 

     The books show that Israel suffers again and again because of its 
great sinfulness of worship idols and their immorality (2 Kings 
17:7–23; 24:1–4; Jeremiah 7:8-10, 30-31; 8:1-2; 19:3-5, 13; Jer5:1-3; 
25-29). Yet there is still hope for the nation and the world, because 
God’s chosen family of kings through their descendants, the 
Promised Messiah, the Seed of the Woman, the Saviour of the world 
has not come yet (Genesis 3:15, 2 Kings 25:27–30, Galatians 3:16), 
and God remains ready to forgive those who repent (1 Kings 8:22–
61). 

Q3: Why were the first and second Kings written?  

     The fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 B.C., raised several 
questions: Was Israel’s God not in fact in control of history, as 
Moses had claimed? If the God of Moses did exist, and was good 
and all-powerful, how was it that God’s chosen city and temple had 
been destroyed, and his chosen royal family had all but come to its 
end? 

The books of Kings respond to such questions, explaining why Israel 
was defeated. Israel’s God is indeed in control of nature and history. 

https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+1%3A1%E2%80%9325%3A30/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+17%3A7%E2%80%9323%2C+24%3A1%E2%80%934/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+17%3A7%E2%80%9323%2C+24%3A1%E2%80%934/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+25%3A27%E2%80%9330/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+8%3A22%E2%80%9361/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+8%3A22%E2%80%9361/
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There are no other true gods anywhere. It is this good and all-
powerful God who has overseen the destruction of his chosen city 
and his temple, and Israel’s exile to Babylon. Israel’s sin has caused 
these punishments. 

After the division of the kingdom, the northern kingdom of Israel 
lasted slightly more than 200 years (931–722 b.c.), with 19 different 
kings, all of whom were wicked. The southern kingdom of Judah had 
the same number of kings, but many of them were good, and Judah 
lasted almost 150 years longer (931–586 b.c.). Toward the end of 
Judah’s monarchy came two of its best kings: Hezekiah (2 Kings 
18:1–20:21) and Josiah (2 Kings 22:1–23:30). Yet the people still 
rebelled against the Lord, and Judah, like Israel, eventually went into 
exile as punishment for its sin. But hope remained, for God’s chosen 
royal line had not come to a complete end (2 Kings 25:27–30), 
because the Messiah, the Promised Saviour, the Seed of the 
Woman must come from Judah, and God remained ready to forgive 
those who repented. 

Here are the three purposes for writing these books: 

1. The Historical purpose: One aim of Kings to provide a 
historical record of the main acts of the kings of Israel and 
Judah from the glory of Solomon’s united kingdom to the 
shame and judgment of the divided and then captive kingdoms. 

2. The doctrinal purpose: The central doctrinal teaching is that 
conformity of the law of God brings prosperity while apostasy 
leads to captivity. 

3. The Christological purpose: Despite human sin and failure 
God is faithful to His covenant of Redemption of man. The 
Promised Messiah, the Saviour of the world will come through 
the tribe of Judah and will be a son of David; the throne of 
Israel will be preserved. In Jesus, the promises of Redemption 
had been fulfilled. The Saviour has come. Praise God.  

https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+18%3A1%E2%80%9320%3A21/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+18%3A1%E2%80%9320%3A21/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+22%3A1%E2%80%9323%3A30/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+25%3A27%E2%80%9330/
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Q4: What are the Key Themes of I Kings and II Kings? 

1. Yahweh is the only true God and He controls nature. There 
is only one living God, and he is the Lord. He alone controls the 
natural order (1 Kings 17–19; 2 Kings 1:2–17; 4:8–37; 5:1–18; 
6:1–7, 27). 

2. Yahweh controls history. The Lord rules over the past, 
present, and future. He alone controls the historical process (1 
Kings 11:14, 23; 14:1–18; 22:1–38; 2 Kings 5:1–18; 10:32–33; 
18:17–19:37). 

3. Worship the LORD- Yahweh, alone. As He is the only true 
God and no others gods beside Him, Israel and all nations alike 
must worship Him (1 Kings 8:41–43, 60; 2 Kings 5:15–18; 
17:24–41). 

4. The content and place of true worship. Much of 1–2 Kings is 
concerned with exposing false religion. It speaks out against 
the content of false worship (1 Kings 11:1–40; 12:25–13:34; 
14:22–24; 16:29–33; 2 Kings 16:1–4; 17:7–23; 21:1–9). It also 
exposes the wrongful place of such false worship (1 Kings 3:2; 
5:1–9:9; 15:14; 22:43; 2 Kings 18:4; 23:1–20). 

5. The consequences of false worship. True worship of God 
includes obedience to the law of God as summarizes in the Ten 
Commandments. The worship of something other than God 
always leads to mistreating other people. 

6. Yahweh is the just and gracious Lawgiver. The Lord gave 
the law, which defines true worship, right thinking, and correct 
behavior. The Lord is also the one who punishes wrongdoers. 

7. Yahweh is the promise-giver. Israel’s God is a promise-giver. 
The divine promises given to the patriarchs and to David are an 
important theme in 1–2 Kings. 

 

https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+17%3A1%E2%80%9319%3A21/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+1%3A2%E2%80%9317%2C+4%3A8%E2%80%9337%2C+5%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+6%3A1%E2%80%937%2C+6%3A27/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+1%3A2%E2%80%9317%2C+4%3A8%E2%80%9337%2C+5%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+6%3A1%E2%80%937%2C+6%3A27/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11%3A14%2C+11%3A23%2C+14%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+22%3A1%E2%80%9338/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11%3A14%2C+11%3A23%2C+14%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+22%3A1%E2%80%9338/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+5%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+10%3A32%E2%80%9333%2C+18%3A17%E2%80%9319%3A37/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+5%3A1%E2%80%9318%2C+10%3A32%E2%80%9333%2C+18%3A17%E2%80%9319%3A37/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+8%3A41%E2%80%9343%2C+8%3A60/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+5%3A15%E2%80%9318%2C+17%3A24%E2%80%9341/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+5%3A15%E2%80%9318%2C+17%3A24%E2%80%9341/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+1%3A1%E2%80%9325%3A30/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11%3A1%E2%80%9340%2C+12%3A25%E2%80%9313%3A34%2C+14%3A22%E2%80%9324%2C+16%3A29%E2%80%9333/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+11%3A1%E2%80%9340%2C+12%3A25%E2%80%9313%3A34%2C+14%3A22%E2%80%9324%2C+16%3A29%E2%80%9333/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+16%3A1%E2%80%934%2C+17%3A7%E2%80%9323%2C+21%3A1%E2%80%939/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+3%3A2%2C+5%3A1%E2%80%939%3A9%2C+15%3A14%2C+22%3A43/
https://www.esv.org/1+Kings+3%3A2%2C+5%3A1%E2%80%939%3A9%2C+15%3A14%2C+22%3A43/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+18%3A4%2C+23%3A1%E2%80%9320/
https://www.esv.org/2+Kings+1%3A1%E2%80%9325%3A30/


29 
 

Q5: What is the outline of the first Kings?  

1. God establishes Solomon’s reign over Israel (1–5) 
2. God establishes His temple in Jerusalem (6–9) 
3. Solomon turns from God; Israel divides (10:1–12:24) 
4. The great sins of Jeroboam (12:25–14:20) 
5. Northern kings struggle for control (14:21–16:34) 
6. God judges King Ahab with Elijah the prophet (16:35–22:53) 

Q6: What is the outline of the second Kings? 

1. God judges Ahab’s family with Elisha, Jehu, and Hazael (1–10) 
2. More kings rule Israel and Judah (11–16) 
3. Israel falls to Assyria (17) 
4. Judah reforms under Hezekiah (18–20) 
5. Manasseh provokes God, dooms Judah (21) 
6. Judah reforms under Josiah (22:1–23:30) 
7. Judah falls to Babylon (23:31–25:30) 

Q7: What is the application of the first Kings? 

     The Book of first Kings has many lessons for believers. We see a 
warning about the company we keep, and especially in regard to 
close associations and marriage. The kings of Israel who, like 
Solomon, married pagans women exposed themselves and the 
people they ruled to evil “When Solomon was old, his wives turned 
his heart away after other gods” (11:4).  As believers in Christ, we 
must be very careful about whom we choose as friends, business 
associates, and spouses. “Do not be misled: Bad company corrupts 
good character" (1 Corinthians 15:33). 

    Solomon began to rely on his fortune, his military might, and his 
political alliances instead of the God who gave all of those blessings 
to him. He focused on the gifts, forgetting the Giver. How often do 
you do the same? Are there any direct commands from God you are 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2010.1%E2%80%9312.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2012.25%E2%80%9314.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2014.21%E2%80%9316.34
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%2016.35%E2%80%9322.53
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2022.1%E2%80%9323.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Kings%2023.31%E2%80%9325.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.33


30 
 

ignoring? Today, take time to recall the blessings in your life, and 
then thank the Lord for them. Rely on Him, not your possessions or 
position, as your source of strength and significance. The Bible says, 
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name 
of the LORD our God” (Psalm 20:7) 

    Elijah’s experience in the wilderness also teaches a valuable 
lesson. After his incredible victory over the 450 prophets of Baal on 
Mount Carmel, his joy turned to sorrow when he was pursued by 
Jezebel and fled for his life. Such “mountaintop” experiences are 
often followed by a letdown and the depression and discouragement 
that can follow. We have to be on guard for this type of experience in 
the Christian life. But our God is faithful and will never leave or 
forsake us. The quiet, gentle sound that encouraged Elijah will 
encourage us. 

Q8: What is the application of the second Kings? 

     Second Kings teaches an important life lesson: actions have 
consequences. “Repent! Sin will incur judgment,” God warned in 
effect through the prophets. Israel and Judah learned the hard way 
that God means what He says.  

    Our heavenly loving Father corrects His children for their benefit 
and to prove that they indeed belong to Him. God may at times use 
unbelievers to bring correction to His people, and He gives us 
warning before delivering judgment. As Christians, we have His 
Word to guide us and warn us when we go astray from His path. Like 
the prophets of old, His Word is trustworthy and always speaks truth. 
God’s faithfulness to His people will never fail, even when we do. 

  

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2020.7
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Solomon’s Kingdom – from 971–931 b.c. 

The kingdom included Edom, Moab, Ammon, Syria, Zobah and Hamath 
Solomon controlled important trade routes between several major world 
powers, including Egypt, Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Anatolia (Asia Minor). 

 

 

https://static.esvmedia.org/media/esv-global-study-bible/images/big/map_11_01.jpg
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Israel and Judah in 2 Kings 

 

Timeline 

 

 

https://static.esvmedia.org/media/esv-global-study-bible/images/big/map_12_01.jpg
https://static.esvmedia.org/media/esv-global-study-bible/images/big/chart_11_timeline.png


33 
 

7. Notes on the books first and second Chronicles 

 

Q1: Who wrote the books of Chronicles? 

     Jewish Tradition claimed that Ezra the priest was the author of 
the books. The closing verses of second Chronicles (36:22-23) are 
almost the same as the opening verses of his book Ezra (1:1-3).  
Ezra would have emphasized the temple, the priesthood, and the 
theocratic line of the Promised Messiah.  

Q2: When and to whom the books of Chronicles were written? 

     Chronicles were written between 450-425 B.C. It was written to 
the retuned Israelites after the seventy years captivity. They were 
rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple and needed to remember 
God’s long-lasting faithfulness to His people, even when they 
were not faithful to Him.  

Here is the basic chronology of events of the first and second 
Chronicles;   

I and II Chronicles Events Dates Passages 

Foundation of Davidic 
kingdom 

1010-931 
B.C. 

1 Chron 10 - 2 Chr 9 

History of Judah until its fall 931-586 B.C. 2 Chron 10:1- 36:21 

Babylonian Captivity 586-538 B.C 2 Chron 36:17-21 

Cyrus’s Decree 538 B.C 2 Chron 36:22-23 

Q3: What is the theme of the books of Chronicles? 

     The central theme of Chronicles is God’s covenant with David as 
the basis of Israel’s life and hope. The Davidic covenant is 
expressed in two institutions: the monarchy and the temple. These 
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institutions are related (1 Chron. 17:10–14), and together they 
represent God’s kingdom in Israel (2 Chron. 13:5, 8). The Davidic 
covenant does not replace the Mosaic covenant but builds on it for 
the new age of the monarchy and the temple. 

Q4: What is the Purpose of first and second Chronicles? 

     Judah and Benjamin, with all the surviving tribes of Israel, had 
returned to the land after the Babylonian exile. They had rebuilt the 
temple in Jerusalem. But in many ways it seemed like they were still 
in exile (see Ezra 9:6–15; Neh. 9:32–36). There were questions 
about Israel’s place in God’s purposes and the meaning of his 
ancient promises to Abraham and David. With such questions in 
mind, the Chronicler wrote his books to promote spiritual and social 
renewal. He presented an interpretation of Israel’s past, drawing 
mainly on the books of Samuel and Kings. He showed how the 
nation’s unfaithfulness to God had led to disaster but also how its 
faithful kings and people had experienced God’s blessing. Here are 
three important purposes of Chronicles; 

1. The historical purpose: The chief historical theme in 
Chronicles is the record of priestly worship from Saul to Cyrus. 
It is a priestly religious history of Judah. 

2. The doctrinal purpose: The teachings record of Chronicles 
pointes to the faithfulness of God in keeping His promises to 
His people, the power of the Word of God and the essential 
central role of worship in the life of God’s people. 

3. The Christological purpose: The recording of the Davidic 
kings and their descendants through whom the Messiah was to 
come, to remind Israel that God’s promise of redemption by, 
the Promised savior, the Seed of the Woman (Genesis 3) is 
under way and must be fulfilled (cf. Matthew 1 and Luke 3) 

 

https://www.esv.org/1+Chronicles+17%3A10%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+13%3A5%2C+13%3A8/
https://www.esv.org/Ezra+9%3A6%E2%80%9315/
https://www.esv.org/Nehemiah+9%3A32%E2%80%9336/
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Q5: What is role of 1 & 2 Chronicles in the Bible? 

     The books of Chronicles are long. They’re full of genealogies and 
records. But they’re the records of God’s long-lasting faithfulness 
to His people, even when they are not faithful to Him.  

The Chronicles record the history of kings through two lenses: 

1. The Mosaic Covenant, which God made with all Israel after 
delivering them from Egypt. In this covenant, God sets Israel 
apart as His special nation. The terms: if Israel obeys God’s 
laws, He blesses them, but if Israel rejects God’s laws, He 
disciplines them. The documents of this agreement are known 
as the Law of Moses, or the Ten Commandments. 

2. The Davidic Covenant, which God made to David. David had 
planned to build a house for God, but God instead promises to 
establish David’s family on the throne forever. God is faithful to 
His promise: even when the northern tribes of Israel rebel, God 
keeps David’s line on the throne in Jerusalem. The Davidic 
Covenant is later realized in Jesus Christ, who is called both 
the Son of David and King of Kings (Mt 1:1; Rev 17:14). 

    First and Second Chronicles cover all Hebrew history from the 
creation of Man (Gn 2:20; 1 Chr 1:1) to the Hebrews’ return from 
exile (2 Chr 36:22–23; Ezra 1:1–4). The content in Chronicles also 
reflects Moses’ predictions in Deuteronomy: 

 Anointing of a righteous king (Dt 17:14–20) 
 Establishment of a temple where God’s name dwells (Dt 12:5–

14) 
 Prosperity when Israel obeys God under David and Solomon 

(Dt 28:1–14) 
 Exile when Israel disobeys God (Dt 28:49–50) 
 Restoration to the promised land (Dt 30:3) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rev%2017.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%202.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Chron%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Chron%2036.22%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Ezra%201.1%E2%80%934
http://overviewbible.com/deuteronomy/
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2017.14%E2%80%9320
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2012.5%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2012.5%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2028.1%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2028.49%E2%80%9350
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Deut%2030.3
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    The genealogies in 1 Chronicles 1–9, start by tracing Israel’s 
ancestry back to Adam, a striking reminder that the promised 
Saviour, the Seed of the Woman, the Seed of Abraham, the Seed of 
David, the Redeemer of all nations was at the center of God’s 
purpose from the very beginning of creation (Genesis 3:15, 
Galatians 3:16) 

     The Chronicler’s history of the divided kingdom (2 Chronicles 10–
36) focuses mainly on Judah and Benjamin. But he tries to show that 
the northern tribes are still a part of Israel, even though they rebelled 
against the rightful Davidic king (2 Chron. 13:5). 

     While the Chronicler does focus on the nation’s kings and its 
priesthood, he also includes many stories that highlight the 
participation of ordinary people in the life of the nation. 

 

Q6: What are the Key verses in I Chronicles? 

1 Chron 17:11-14, “When your days are over and you go to be with 

your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of 

your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one who 

will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever.  I will 

be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my love away 

from him, as I took it away from your predecessor. I will set him over 

my house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established 

forever’”. And this eternal throne refers not to Solomon but to Jesus 

the Messiah. 

 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/1+Chronicles+1%3A1%E2%80%939%3A44/
https://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+10%3A1%E2%80%9336%3A23/
https://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+10%3A1%E2%80%9336%3A23/
https://www.esv.org/2+Chronicles+13%3A5/
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Q7: What is the Key verse in II Chronicles? 

2 Chron 7:14, “If my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land”. 

 

Q8: What is the outline of the Books of Chronicles? 

1. From Adam to David (1 Chronicles 1–9) 
2. David rules and unites Israel (1 Chronicles 10–29) 
3. Solomon builds the temple (2 Chronicles 1–9) 
4. From Jerusalem to Babylon (2 Chronicles 10–36) 
5. Restoration (2 Chronicles 36:22-23). 

 

Q9: What is the practical application of first Chronicles? 

     The Book of 1 Chronicles is a chronicle of the pattern of sin, 
repentance, forgiveness, and restoration of the nation of Israel. In 
the same way, God is patient with us and forgives our sin when we 
come to Him in repentance (1 John 1:9). We can take comfort in the 
fact that He hears our prayer of sorrow, forgives our sin, restores us 
to fellowship with Him, and sets us on the path to joy. 

 

Q9: What is the practical application of second Chronicles? 

    The captivity of Israel and Judah is great lesson to us as we 
compare the troubles of these generations to our own, both 
corporately and individually. If we or our nation or our church is 
experiencing hardships, it is to our benefit to compare our beliefs 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.9
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and how we act upon those beliefs with the experiences of the 
Israelites under the various kings. If the Chronicles teach us 
anything, it is that God desires to forgive and heal those who will 
humbly pray and repent (1 John 1:9).  

     If you could have anything you wished from God, what would you 
ask for? Fabulous wealth and perfect health for you and your loved 
ones? Amazing to think about it, isn’t it? But more amazing is that 
God made such an offer to Solomon and he chose none of these 
things. What he asked for was wisdom and knowledge to complete 
the task God had assigned to him and to do it well.  

     The lesson for us is that God has given each of us a commission 
to fulfill and the greatest blessing we can seek from God is the ability 
to carry out His will for our lives. For that, we need the “wisdom from 
above” (James 3:17) to discern His will, as well as the understanding 
and intimate knowledge of Him in order to motivate us to 
Christlikeness in both deed and attitude (James 3:13). 
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Timeline from David’s Kingdom to fall of Judah. 
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Solomon’s Kingdom 
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8. Notes on the Book of Ezra 

 

Q1: Who wrote the book? 

     Inspired by the Spirit of God, Ezra, the priest, wrote the book. 
Ezra, led the second group of Jews returning from Babylon to 
Jerusalem, during King Artaxerxes’s reign over the Persian Empire 
which had since replaced the Babylonian Empire that originally 
exiled the people of Judah (Ezra 7:1-26). The Book is written 
between 460 and 440 B.C. 

     In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra and Nehemiah considered one Book, 
but the Jews of Alexandria separated them in the Greek translation- 
LXX and all Christian Bibles translations follow the LXX. 

 

Q2: What was the Purpose of Writing? 

     The book of Ezra records two separate time periods directly 
following the seventy years of Babylonian captivity. Ezra 1-6 covers 
the first return of Jews from captivity, led by Zerubbabel—a period of 
twenty-three years beginning with the edict of Cyrus of Persia and 
ending at the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (538–515 BC). 
Ezra 7-10 picks up the story 80 years later, when Ezra led the 
second group of exiles to Israel (458 BC).  

    The historical aim in Ezra is recording the rebuilding of the Temple 
and proper worship. The book contains extensive genealogical 
records, for the purpose of establishing the claims to the priesthood 
on the part of the descendants of Aaron.  

     The theological and Christological purpose of the book 
emphasise the faithfulness of God. God had ordained that His 
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people would return to their land after a seventy-year exile. Ezra’s 
account proclaims that God kept His word (Jer. 25). God had 
promised David to keep his line of descendents alive, for one of 
them, the Messiah, the Son of David, would one day comes to save 
his people from their sins. Ezra shows how God kept this hope alive 
and brought them back to their land. 

 

Q3: What is Key Verses in the Book? 

    Ezra 3:11 “With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: 
‘He is good; his love to Israel endures forever.’ And all the people 
gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of 
the house of the LORD was laid.” 

 

Q4: Why is Ezra so important? 

     The book of Ezra provides a much-needed link in the historical 
record of the Israelite people –the Exiles and the Return. The book 
of Ezra provides an account of the two main issues faced by the 
returning exiles: (1) the struggle to restore the temple (Ezra 1:1-6-22 
and (2) the need for spiritual reformation (7:1–10:44). Both were 
necessary in order for the people to renew their fellowship with the 
Lord. Through his narrative, Ezra declared that they were still God’s 
people and that God had not forgotten them. 

    In the book of Ezra we witness the rebuilding of the second 
temple and the unification of the returning tribes as they shared 
common struggles and were challenged to work together. Later, after 
the original remnant had stopped work on the city walls and spiritual 
apathy ruled, Ezra arrived with another two thousand people and 
sparked a spiritual revival. By the end of the book, Israel had 
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renewed its covenant with God and had begun acting in obedience 
to Him.  

Q5: What is the division of the Book? 

      The book may be divided as follows:  

Chapters 1-6: The first return under Zerubbabel, and the building of 
the Second Temple.  

Chapters 7-10: The second return under Ezra and his ministry to 
reform the nation’s religious life through the power of the Word of 
God and the power of prayer. His intercessory prayer is one of the 
greatest intercessory prayers in the Bible (Ezra 9:5-15; see also; 
Daniel 9; Nehemiah 9; John 17). 

Q6: How do we apply the message of the book for us today? 

      God moved the hearts of secular rulers (Cyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes) to allow, even encourage and help God’s people to 
return home. He used these unlikely allies to fulfill His promises of 
restoration for His people. Have you wondered how God can really 
work all things together for the good of those who are called by His 
name?  

     The return to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the Temple bring to 
our life a message of hope and restoration from the captivity of sin 
and rebellion against God and finds in Him a loving welcome home.  

     Yes God is willing to show us how to rebuild our lives and 
resurrect our hearts, wherein is the temple of the Holy Spirit. As with 
the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, God superintends the work 
of renovating and rededicating our lives to His service. Let us 
recommit to the Sovereign, Merciful and Faithfull God our trust, our 
love, and our obedience. 
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9. Notes on the Book of Nehemiah 

Q1: Who was Nehemiah? 

      Nehemiah was serving in the Persian royal court as the personal 
cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. Yet his heart was overwhelmed by the 
tragic news of Jerusalem. "They said to me, 'Those who survived the 
exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. 
The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been 
burned with fire'" (Nehemiah 1:3).  

    Nehemiah was a man whose life was steeped in prayer. 
Nehemiah invited God to use him to save the city. "O Lord, let your 
ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of 
your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 
success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man" 
(Nehemiah 1:11).  

    God answered his prayer by softening the heart of the Persian 
king, Artaxerxes, who gave not only his blessing, but also supplies to 
be used in the project Nehemiah is given permission by the king to 
return to Jerusalem, where he is made governor. 

Q2: What are the Key Verses in Nehemiah? 

Nehemiah 2:20, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his 
servants will start rebuilding”. 

Nehemiah 6:15-16, "So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of 
Elul, in fifty-two days. When all our enemies heard about this, all 
the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, 
because they realized that this work had been done with the help of 
our God." 
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Q3: What was the Purpose of Writing? 

    Nehemiah recorded the rebuilding of the wall of Jerusalem. Under 
Nehemiah’s leadership, the Jews withstood opposition and came 
together to accomplish their goal. In spite of opposition and 
accusations the wall was built and the enemies silenced. The 
people, inspired by Nehemiah, give tithes of much money, supplies 
and manpower to complete the wall in a remarkable 52 days, despite 
much opposition. Nehemiah’s humility before God and his moving 
intercessory prayers in chapters 1 and 9 provided an example for the 
people. He did not claim glory for himself but always gave God the 
credit for his successes (2:12; 7:12).  

Q4: Who wrote the book of Nehemiah and what was the date of 
writing?  

     Inspired by the Spirit of God, Ezra wrote the book and according 
to Jewish tradition between 425 and 420 B.C The book of Nehemiah 
opens in the Persian city of Susa in the year 444 BC. One year later 
in 445 BC, Nehemiah travelled to Jerusalem, leading the third wave 
of exile Jews in Babylon. The first groups return with Zerubbabel 538 
BC in the reigns of the Persian king Cyrus. They rebuild the temple. 
The second groups return with Ezra about 80 years later in 458 BC, 
in the reign of Artaxerxes. They make spiritual and religious 
restoration and reform. The third groups return with Nehemiah about 
13 years later in 445 BC, in the reign of Artaxerxes. They rebuild the 
city walls and its gates.  

Q5: What is the outline of the Book? 

1. Chapters 1-7: Rebuilding of the wall in spite of all opposition. 
Nehemiah had six form of opposition from the enemy and two 
from friends (Grief, 2:10; Laughter, 2:19; Wrath, 4:1; Mocking, 
4:1; Conflict, 4:8; Subtlety, 6:1-3) & (Discouragement, 4:10-23; 
Selfishness, 5)  
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2.  Chapters 8-13: The Revival of the people. Together, he and 
Ezra, re-establishes true worship through prayer and by 
encouraging the people to revival by reading and adhering to 
the Word of God. The Word of God was preached from the 
“pulpit” caused the people to feel sorrow for their sins and its 
understanding caused them to rejoice greatly in the Lord (8:4; 
9-12). 

Q6: How do we apply the message of the book today? 

    The key words are prayer and work which are the message of 
the book. The book begins and ends with prayer.  

     Nehemiah encourages us to pray at all times and under all 
circumstances and how prayer and work must go hand in hand. 
Nehemiah prayed when he heard of the state of Jerusalem (1:4-11). 
He prayed when he faced king Artaxeres with his request to be 
allowed to go to Jerusalem 2:4. He prayed in the face of opposition 
4:4, 9. He prayed when false accusation were made 6:8-9. He 
prayed when the work was completed 13:14.  

    Nehemiah served in secular offices, using his position to bring 
back to the Jews order, stability, and proper focus on God. God uses 
all manner of people in all manner of places doing all manner of work 
(Ch 4-7). Do we feel we must be “in ministry” in order to serve God? 
Be encouraged; God is not limited by your vocation. In fact, God has 
placed you where you are for a purpose. Have this attitude about 
your work: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father” (Col. 
3:17). 
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10. Notes on the Book of Esther 

    The book of Esther is one of only two books in the Bible named 
after a woman, the other is Ruth. Esther is the only book in the Bible 
not to mention the name of God, but His hand is clearly manifested. 
God was behind the scenes coordinating all circumstances to make 
His will happen. It is amazing story of God’s providential protection of 
the Jews who did not return from the captivity.  

     In response to the absence reference to God in the book, the 
author of its Greek translation in the Septuagint inserted the name of 
God with additional verses throughout the text to demonstrate 
Esther’s and Mordecai’s devotion to God. These so-called Additions 
to the Book of Esther do not appear in the Hebrew Bible. They are 
treated as second canonical in Roman Catholic and the Orthodox 
Bibles, but the Evangelical Protestant considered it Apocrypha as 
not inspired books by God.  

 

Q1: What is the Story of the Book of Esther? 

     Esther is a Jewish young woman reared by her cousin Mordecai 
and they were living in Persia. She was taken to the King of the 
Persian Empire to become a part of his harem—but he made her the 
queen. Haman the king’s advisor hated Mordecai for refusing to bow 
down to him, so he plotted to destroy not only Mordecai but also all 
the Jewish people (Esther 3:8). The king gave him authority to 
issued edict of genocide. Mordecai persuaded Esther to speak to the 
king on behalf of the Jewish people reminding her of her unique 
place in history and that silence is not an option. Mordecai speaks of 
God’s purposeful timing: “Who knows but that you have come to a 
royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14).  
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    Esther calls for the Jewish people to join her on a 3-day fast. 
Following the fast she approached the king, and told him of Haman's 
plot against her people. The Jewish people were saved, Haman was 
hanged on the same gallows that had been prepared for Mordecai, 
and Esther received Haman’s estate.  

 

Q2: Who wrote the book of Esther and when was it written? 

     Inspired by the Spirit of God, the book of Esther was written by 
Mordecai himself (Esther 9:20). The events in the book of Esther fit 
chronologically between Ezra 6 and 7. It occurred from 483 BC to 
473 BC, during the first half of the reign of King Xerxes, known as 
Ahasuerus who chose Esther as his queen. The book was written no 
earlier than 470 BC and probably no later than 424 BC, during the 
reign of Xerxes’ son Artaxerxes. 

 

Q3: What is the key verse in Esther?  

 “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family 
will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) 

 

Q4: What is the purpose of the Book of Esther? 

      The main message of the book is that: God controls events. He 
rules behind the scenes. He placed Esther in a key position at the 
right time to save His people. He made the king of Persia have a 
sleepless night to save Mordecai from Haman plot (6:1)! God simply 
worked through ordinary human relationships and diplomacy. 
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     Also it clear in the book, that there is another reason which is to 
explain the historical foundation for the feast of Purim (the Lot). This 
feast still celebrated by Jews today, commemorates the Jews’ 
deliverance from Haman’s plot (9:24–32). 

 

Q5: What is the Outline of the Book? 

    The divisions of the book circle around three Feasts;  

1. The Feast of Ahasuerus and its sequel (Chapters 1-2) 
2. The Feast of Esther, events leading up to it and its sequel 

(Chapters 3-7). 
3. The Feast of Purim and its sequel (Chapters 8-10). 

 

Q6: What lessons from the book of Esther that we can each 
apply to our living? 

Lesson #1: God has a plan for our lives 

     Nothing is truly coincidental, the book of Esther says to us. When 
events seemed out of control, when evil seemed to triumph, God is 
at work. This message is clear: God is sovereign even when life 
doesn’t make sense. Mordecai nailed it when he said, “For if you 
remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will 
arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. 
And who knows but that you have come to the royal palace for such 
a time as this” (Esther 4:14). God placed Esther in a royal position to 
assist in the delivery of God’s divine plan. 
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Lesson #2: We are given divine moments to alter circumstances 
and we must stand with courage 

    God’s timing is providential. There is no such thing as accidents. 
Esther’s divine moment of providence came by accepting her 
responsibility to go to the king. Mordecai was clear when he said to 
her that she could be the one who saved the people. Esther was 
willing to die to save her people, and she said, “I will go to the king, 
even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 
4:16). Sometimes we must stand in courage, even when it is not 
popular to do so, and risk it all. 

Lesson #3: God looks for our faith and trust in Him.  

     Esther needed direction; and didn’t know what would happen 
when she approached the king. She acted in faith and trust in God, 
when she asked her people to fast and pray. By doing so she saved 
a nation from genocide and received the best.  

Lesson #4: God uses all things for his divine purpose 

     No part of our lives is untouched. God is in control of every 
aspect, whether we want him to be or not, and there is nothing that is 
not subject to him (Hebrews 2:8). And, the best thing we can do for 
our lives is to search for and surrender to his will. 

    Life can be hard. Difficult times happen, and pain cannot be 
avoided. When life doesn’t make sense, do we turn to God or away 
from Him? Let the book of Esther encourage us that God is always 
present. Let us trust in the Lord, for He cares and his timing is 
perfect. Let us pray in times of crisis as Esther did. Let us watch God 
silently weave all events for His glory, and for our good. Praise Him. 
Amen! 
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Introduction to the Poetry Books 

 

     The books from Genesis to Nehemiah span the whole history of 
the Old Testament. All of the Poetical and Prophetical books fit 
somewhere into the history represented in the record from Genesis 
to Nehemiah. 

    Hebrew poets expressed their experiences throughout the whole 
of the history of their nation. There were, however, three primary 
periods of poetic literature: 

1. Patriarchal Period: The Book of Job (2000 B.C.) 
2. Davidic Period: The Book of Psalm (1000 B.C) 
3. Solomonic Period: The Books of Song of Solomon, Proverbs 

and Ecclesiastes (950 B.C.) 
 

    The chief characteristic of the Hebrew poetry is its parallel lines. 
There are four important kinds of parallelism exist in Hebrew poetry 
recoded in the Bible.  

A. Synonymous parallelism: Both lines say the same thing only 
in different words.  
 
Job 38:7 says, “When the morning stars sang together, 
                       And the sons of God shouted for joy”. 
 
Here the phrases “morning stars” and “sons of God” are 
parallel phrases referring to angles (see Job 1:6; 2:1), and 
“sang” and “shout” are parallel descriptions of their rejoicing 
when the creation of the world occurred. 
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B. Antithetical parallelism: The second line provides a 
contrasting parallel to the truth of the first line. 
 
Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness exalts a nation, 
                                 But sin is a reproach to any people”. 
 
In this parallelism “sin” is contrasted to “righteousness” as the 
negative facet of the positive truth stated in the first line. 
 

C. Synthetical parallelism: One line builds on the previous line. 
 
Psalm 1:3 says, “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
                         that yields its fruit in its season, 
                         and its leaf does not wither. 
                         In all that he does, he prospers.” 
 
In this verse the righteous man is one whose life is first 
“planted” so that it “yields’ and “does not wither” until if finally 
“prospers”. The progress from one line to the next is obvious. 
 

D. Exemplar parallelism: One line metaphorically illustrates the 
literal truth of the other. 
 
Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron sharpens iron, 
                                 And one man sharpens another”. 
 
The first line is a metaphorical illustration of literal truth that one 
man’s personality is sharpened by another’s.  

    The value of parallelism lies in its simplicity and translatability. 
Bible poetry can be translated into almost any language without 
concern for rhyme or meter. The unsurpassed beauty of the Psalms 
in the King James Version is proof of this.  
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1. Notes on the Book of Job 

 

     God’s people never have problems, right? Wrong! The book of 
Job is about a man named Job, God described him as “blameless,” a 
man who worship God and “stayed away from evil”. But Job had 
more trouble in one day than most people have in a lifetime. In fact, 
Job had so much trouble that no one could comfort him. 

Q1: What is the big picture of the Book of Job? 

     The book of Job opens with a scene in heaven where Satan 
comes to accuse Job before God. Satan insists Job only worships 
God because God protects him and seeks God’s permission to test 
Job’s faith and loyalty. God grants His permission, only within certain 
boundaries. And Satan does so first through his family and 
possessions, and then through sickness (Job 1- 2:8).  

     Then Job's three friends Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, come to 
“comfort” him and to discuss his crushing series of tragedies. At first 
they are quiet and offer some counsel, but then they begin to launch 
into an attack on Job that he is punished for his sins (Job 2:11-.  

     The book of Job has 42 chapters, 28 of it in the middle (Job 4-
31), are misapplied theology. It's very hard to navigate our way 
through those chapters and determine what is true and what is not, 
because these three friends are mixing up truth and falsehood all 
over the place. But we must get the big picture that God was not 
happy with these three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.  

     Then a fourth man, Elihu, comes and tells Job he needs to 
humble himself and submit to God’s use of trials to purify his life (Job 
32-37).     
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     Finally, God speaks and Job learns valuable lessons about the 
sovereignty of God and his need to totally trust in the Lord. God 
turns Job’s afflictions for good; and God restored Job’s health, 
happiness and prosperity beyond his earlier state. Job proves in the 
end to be a better man than these other men, even though Job 
himself sinned and had to repent in dust and ashes (Job 40-42).  

Q2:  Was Job's suffering directly connected to any evil in his 
life?"  

   The answer is “NO”. Job was called by God Himself, “an upright 
and blameless man”, and yet that doesn't mean that he was a 
sinlessly perfect man. We may picture Job as a beaker of water. Job 
had been so worked upon by the grace of God that his life was pure. 
You could see right through the water. People looked at him and 
they saw a pure man. But there was a sediment of self-reliance and 
pride at the bottom. It wasn't huge and it wasn't damning, but it was 
there.  

    When God shook Job, the sediment colored the water, and you 
find Job saying some terrible things about God in this book. God 
knew that it was there, and he knew that in shaking this godly, 
blameless man there would arise some imperfection into his life, and 
that it would need to be purged. So Job's calamities brought more 
blessings to him, he come to know God in deeper way. Job said 
to the Lord, “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose 
of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without 
knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will 
speak... And then Job repents in dust and ashes, Therefore I 
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:1-6).  

     God is so pleased with Job that he makes the three friends go 
and ask Job to pray for them instead of them praying for themselves. 
God loves this man Job.  
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Q3: Who wrote the book of Job? 

     The human author of the book of Job is unknown, but we know 
that the book of Job was inspired by the Holy Spirit of God. Some 
believe that Job himself is the author who could have best recalled 
his own words and the detailed of conversations found in the book. 
Others suggested Abraham or Moses or Elihu, who was the fourth 
friend of Job and an eyewitness of the events.  

Q4: When Job was written? 

     The internal clues such as using the name of God “El Shaddai- 
God Almighty”, and the absence of “the Mosaic Law”, indicate that 
the book of Job was written approximately 2100 to 1900 BC. These 
internal clues indicate that Job lived before or during the time of the 
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Like the patriarchs, Job used 
God’s unique title “El Shaddai” (God Almighty). Also Job’s daughters 
were equal heirs with his sons, and Job himself, though not a priest, 
offered sacrifices, things not possible under the Law of Moses 
(Leviticus 4:10; Numbers 27:8), indicate the book was written before 
Moses.  

Q5: Why was the book of Job written? 

    The Book of Job teaches us to trust God under all circumstances. 
Often we wonder why God allows something, and we question or 
doubt God’s goodness, without seeing the full picture. We must trust 
God, not only when we do not understand, but because we do not 
understand. The psalmist tells us, “God is good to all” (Psalm 145:9), 
and “His way is perfect” (Psalm 18:30), and therefore, we can trust 
that whatever He does, and whatever He allows, is also perfect. Job 
helps us to understand that God has power over what Satan can and 
cannot do. It is beyond our human ability to understand the "why’s" 
behind all the suffering in the world. The answer to the problem of 
suffering given to Job may or may not satisfy us. God allows pain for 
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good reason, but He may never reveal those reasons. We cannot 
always blame suffering and sin on our lifestyles. Suffering may 
sometimes be allowed in our lives to purify, test, teach or strengthen 
the soul. God remains enough, deserves and requests our love and 
praise in all circumstances of life. 

 Q6: How does the book of Job present Christ? 

      Christ is presented or anticipated in several ways in the book of 
Job. Job cries out for a Mediator (Job 9:33; 33:23); he 
acknowledges a Redeemer (Job 19:25); and the One in Him we 
find the answer of Job’ three questions that occur in Job 14:4, 10 
and 14.  

     First, In Job14:4, Job asks, "Who can bring what is pure from 
the impure? No one!?" Job’s question comes from a heart that 
recognizes it cannot possibly please God or become justified in His 
sight. God is holy; we are not. Therefore, a great gulf exists between 
man and God, caused by sin. But the answer to Job’s anguished 
question is found in the Lord Jesus Christ. He has paid the penalty 
for our sin and has exchanged it for His righteousness, thereby 
making us acceptable in God’s sight (Heb 10:14; Col 1:21-23; 2 Cor 
5:17). 

     Job’s second question, "But man dies and lies prostrate; Man 
expires, and where is he?" (Job 14:10), is another question about 
eternity and life and death that is answered only in Christ. With 
Christ, the answer to ‘where is he?’ is eternal life in heaven. Without 
Christ, the answer is an eternity in “outer darkness” where there is 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt 25:30). 

     Job’s third question, in Job 14:14, “If a man dies, will he live 
again?” is once again, the answer is found in Christ. We do indeed 
live again if we are in Him as the Bible says, “When the perishable 
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
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immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has 
been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? 
Where, O death, is your sting?’” (1 Cor 15:54-55). 

 Q7: What are the Key Verses of the Book of Job? 

Job 1:1, "In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. 
This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned 
evil"  

Job 38:1-2, "Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm. He said, 
'Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 
knowledge?'" 
 
Job 42:5-6,  "My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen 
you. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes." 

 
Q8: How can we apply the story of Job in our life? 

      There are at least seven lessons we learn from the book of Job; 

1. God is the governor of the universe and is sovereign over all 
our suffering. 

2. Satan has a subordinate role to play under God. Satan goes to 
God with a desire, and he must get permission to carry it out. 
This is an awesome thing to realize, that Satan does nothing in 
this world except by God's permissive will. At any moment God 
could stop Satan from doing what he is doing. Satan does not 
have a parallel role to play with God.  

3. God means to prove our faith and purify our lives through it. 
4. God is greater than our problems, even our physical problems. 
5. Our problems are not eternal but are limited by time and space.  
6. Satan does not have the last word in the lives of God's people. 
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7. In all things, God works for good for all God’s people in this life 
and in the life to come. 

   We should not think or say to ourselves or to others people, "That 
there is a specific sin in your life that God is punishing you for or 
chastising you for”, but what we should say that “God may be 
permitting this calamity to come into our life just to refine very 
beautiful faith. Your faith is like gold, but it does have straw in it, and 
God loves you so much that he is now going to burn out a little more 
straw."  

    Any child of God suffered calamity in his life bears witness to the 
fact that he or she have seen more of God and have come to know 
and trust God more deeply than if their suffering hadn't come.  

    Read Job 38-42. Spend time with the Almighty God. Pray for a 
stronger faith in the powerful Creator described in those chapters. 
Pray for a right perspective of Him so that you might see your 
situation through His eyes. 

     Instead of asking where God is in the midst of your pain, the book 
of Job affirms God’s control and asks us, “Do we trust our Almighty 
Creator, even though we cannot understand our circumstances?” 
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2. Notes on the book of Psalms 

 

     The book of Psalms was originally titled in Hebrew Tehillim, which 
means “praise songs”. The Psalms expresses worship and 
encourages us to praise God for who He is and what He has done. 
The Psalms illuminate the greatness of our God, affirm His 
faithfulness to us in times of trouble, and remind us of the absolute 
centrality of His Word. As the Psalms present a clear picture of God 
lovingly guiding His people, the responses of praise and worship to 
God are never far from the psalmists’ pens. The portrayal of worship 
in the Psalms offers us glimpse after glimpse of hearts devoted to 
God, individuals repentant before Him, and lives changed through 
encounters with Him. 

 

Q1: Who wrote the Psalms?  

    The New Testament affirmed that, the Spirit of God spoke through 
the authors of Psalms. Some psalms name their author in the first 
line or title. Fifty of the psalms have no specific person as author. 
David wrote 73 psalms, Moses wrote psalm 90. Asaph wrote twelve; 
psalm 50 and psalms 73-83. The sons of Korah wrote 11 psalms 42, 
44-49, 84-85,87-88. Solomon wrote two 72, 127. Psalm 88 is 
attributed to Heman, and psalm 89 is assigned to Ethan the Ezrahite.  

 

Q2: When were the Psalms written?  

     It is clear that the 150 psalms were written by many different 
people across a period of a thousand years in Israel’s history. The 
earliest was by Moses (Psalm 90) in the fifteenth century B.C., and a 
couple appears to be contemporary with the Babylonian captivity in 



60 
 

the sixth century B.C. (Psalms 126 and 137). The latest psalms are 
126 and 147 point to post-exilic period upon return to the land, and 
at the dedication of the rebuilt Temple. It is likely that by the time of 
Ezra, the books of the Psalms were organized into their final form.  

 

Q3: What was the purpose of writing? 

    The Psalms were written for three divine purposes: 

The Historical Purpose: The psalms comprised the ancient hymnal 
of God’s people. They were collected gradually, as corporate 
worship forms for prayer and praise God in His Holy Temple.  

The Doctrinal Purpose: All the divine truths of the Old Testament 
are taught in the psalms. Because of what Psalms teach us of God’s 
greatness, love, mercy and power, they help us to praise God and to 
speak and to pray to Him. 

The Christological Purpose: Psalms are the most messianic book 
in the Old Testament. Practically the whole of Christ’s life and 
ministry can be found there. He would be both divine (45:6-7) and 
human (22:22). He would be betrayed (41:9) and suffer death (22:1-
31). But he would rise from the grave (16:10), and ascend into 
heaven where he serves as our king and priest (110:1-7).  

     Psalm 2:1-12 portrays the Messiah’s triumph and kingdom. The 
glories of the Messiah and His bride are on exhibit in Psalm 45:6-7, 
while Psalms 72:6-17, 89:3-37, 110:1-7 and 132:12-18 present the 
glory and universality of His reign. 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%202.1-12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2045.6-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2072.6-17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalms%2089.3-37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalms%20110.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalms%20132.12-18
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Q4: What is Outline of Psalms?  

    The psalms are organized into five sections. Each section 
concludes with a doxology (41, 72, 89, 106), and the last section has 
six chapters of doxology (145-150): “Let everything that has 
breathers praise the Lord!”  

Q5: What are the key verses in Psalms? 

Psalm 55: 22 “Cast your care on the Lord and He will sustain you; 
He will never let the righteous be shaken”. 

Psalm 118:1 “Give thanks to the Lord; for He is good, His love 
endures forever”. 

Q6: How many types of Psalms? 

    Different types of psalms were written to communicate different 
feelings and thoughts regarding a psalmist’s situation.  

1. Petition psalms: they express the author’s crying out to God in 
difficult circumstances (16; 39; 41).  

2. Psalms of praise portray the author’s offering of direct admiration 
to God. They aimed at extolling the nature of God as his divinity is 
observed in both his works and his word. Psalm 19 is an excellent 
example. This magnificent composition affirms the revelation of 
Jehovah in his work of creation (vv. 1-6) and in his verbalized 
communication with man in history (vv. 7-14). 

3. Thanksgiving psalms usually reflect the author’s gratitude for a 
personal deliverance or provision from God (23).  

4. Pilgrim psalms include the title “a song of ascent” (120-134) and 
were used on pilgrimages “going up” to Jerusalem for three annual 
festivals.  
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5. Historical psalms such as Psalm 105: It commences with an 
anthem of praise to God for his wonderful works (vv. 1-5). It then 
rehearses the covenant that the Lord made with Abraham (vv. 6-15). 
It recalls the adventures of Joseph, and the sojourn of Israel in Egypt 
(vv. 16-24). The Psalm tells of Moses the deliverer, and the 
devastating plagues which God rained upon evil Egypt (vv. 25-38). 
There is an allusion to Israel’s wandering in the wilderness (vv. 39-
41). Finally, the conquest of Canaan is celebrated (vv. 42-45). Great 
lessons are to be learned from history. 

6. Psalms of repentance: The spirit of these psalms contains 

confessions of sin and comforts our souls and helps us to praise 

God for the greatness of His mercy toward us.  David’s tragic sins, 

along with the heartaches that followed, are echoed in several of the 

Psalms (cf. 6; 32; 38; 51; 130; 143).  

7. Prophetic psalms: The Psalms are quoted more frequently in the 
New Testament than any other book of the Old Testament. There 
are about one hundred direct references from the Psalms in the New 
Testament. The divine inspiration of the Psalms is strongly affirmed 
in the New Testament. Jesus asked the Jewish leaders of his day, 
“How then doth David in the Spirit call him [the Messiah] Lord?” 
Christ was quoting from Psalm 110. Peter, quoting from Psalm 69, 
declared, “The Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas” (Acts 1:16ff). Shortly after his resurrection, Christ 
declared that all things that had been written in the Law of Moses, in 
the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning him, must be fulfilled 
(Luke 24:44). 
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Q7: What are the most favourites Psalms to you? 

     For me, these are my favourites Psalms (1, 3, 8, 11, 13, 18, 19, 

22, 23, 27, 32, 37, 40, 42, 46, 51, 55, 65, 73, 84, 90, 91, 103, 119, 

121, 124, 125, 126, 13, 145, 146 and 150). But the most blessed 

Psalms in my life are these five (23; 32; 103; 145 and 146). 

 

Q8: What is the Theology of the Psalms? 

     The divine truths in the New Testament are found its origin in the 
Old Testament. The Psalms contribute significantly to this concept. 
For example, the nature of God is graphically set forth in the Psalms. 
He is eternal (90:2), omnipresent (139:7-12), powerful and wise 
(147:5), immutable (33:11), holy (47:8), and just (89:14); therefore, 
he is worthy to be praised (18:3). 

     The Psalms affirm that Yahweh, the LORD is the creator of the 
universe (8:3; 19:1), and the maker and preserver of man (139:14; 
36:6). These poems underscore the fact that man has introduced sin 
into this world and that horrible consequences have followed in its 
wake, including the prospect of divine judgment (58:1-11). But God 
is represented as a gracious and merciful redeemer (51:1-2; 78:38-
39; 86:15), who is willing to pardon those who seek his forgiveness 
through obedience (81:13; 103:17-18).  

 

Q9: What are the most misunderstood verses in Psalms? 

     SDA and JW argue that the wicked cease to exist at death 
alleges that a basis for their doctrine is to be found in the Psalms, 
but that assertion is baseless. Death is never regarded in the Old 
Testament as annihilation or the end of personal existence. In death, 
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though man’s association with this earth is cut off, and though the 
hope of the future is dimly viewed, nevertheless, the righteous soul 
will be redeemed from the power of Sheol (49:15), and received into 
glory (73:24; cf. 16:11; 17:15).  Also the prayer for the destruction of 
one’s enemies (cf. 35; 69; 109; 137) is a circumstance that has 
caused liberal critics to attack the inspiration of these psalms.  What 
is frequently overlooked, however, is the fact that these biblical 
imprecations are not expressions of personal, hateful vengeance; 
rather, they are pronouncements regarding the divine justice that is 
due those who are persistent enemies of the Holy God. They were 
uttered, not out of heated passion, but under the calm guidance of 
the Holy Spirit (cf. 69; Acts 1:16-20). 

 

Q10: How can we apply the Psalms in our life today? 

    What a marvellous God we worship, the psalmist declares, One 
who is high and lifted up beyond our human experiences but also 
one who is close enough to touch and who walks beside us along 
life’s way. 
We can bring all our feelings to God—no matter how negative or 
complaining they may be—and we can rest assured that He will hear 
and understand. The psalmist teaches us that the most profound 
prayer of all is a cry for help as we find ourselves overwhelmed by 
the problems of life. 

    Read the favourites Psalms that I choose in question 6. Thank 
God for allowing you to express your deepest emotions to Him. If 
you are hurting, use Psalm 13 as a guide and write your own lament 
to God. If you are rejoicing, meditate on Psalm 30 and echo the 
praise found there. No matter your circumstance, the Psalms contain 
a corresponding word that will help you share your heart with the 
Lord. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2013
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2030
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3. Notes on the Book of Proverbs 

 

     The Hebrew title “ֵלי  Mishle- is translated "Proverbs”, which – ”ִמשְׁ
means “the path of wisdom”. As the book of Psalms is the worship 
and hymn book of the Old Testament, Proverbs is its teachers’ 
manual. The book provides numerous short instructions for living an 
effective life on earth. The book provided wise principles to apply in a 
variety of situations of a person’s life rather than instructions to follow 
in only a few specific instances. 

  

Q1: Who wrote the book of Proverbs? 

     King Solomon is the principal writer of Proverbs. Solomon’s name 
appears in 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1. We may also presume Solomon 
collected and edited proverbs other than his own, foe Ecclesiastes 
12:9 says, "Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted 
knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in 
order many proverbs." The final two chapters identify Agur (30:1) 
and Lemuel (31:1) as their authors, though the identities of these 
men remain mysterious in history. 

 

Q2: When was Proverbs written? 

     The book of Proverbs was composed by Solomon before his 
death around 931 B.C. Proverbs 25–29, consider as internal 
evidence that indicates that the book was likely in its final form were 
written sometime before the end of Hezekiah’s reign in 686 BC. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Prov%2025%E2%80%9329
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Q3: Why was Proverbs written? 

     The primary teaching of the book is that true wisdom is based in 
the fear (reverential trust) of God. Proverbs 1:2-7 explained the 
book’s purpose Proverbs: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge”. The fear of the Lord refers to our viewing Him with the 
respect He deserves. It means living our lives in light of what we 
know of Him, holding Him in the highest estimation, and depending 
on Him with humble trust. Much of the book emphasizes listening to 
others so that we might learn from them and apply the combined 
knowledge of those who have gone before us—such as parents and 
elders—to the unique circumstances of our own lives (1:5, 8).  

     Knowledge is nothing more than an accumulation of raw facts, 
but wisdom is the ability to see people, events, and situations as 
God sees them. The book of Proverbs reveals the mind of God in 
matters high and lofty and in common, ordinary, everyday situations, 
too. Many topics covered in this rich collection of wise sayings such 
related to personal conduct, sexual relations, business, wealth, 
charity, ambition, discipline, debt, child-rearing, character, alcohol, 
politics, revenge, and godliness. 

 

Q4: What are the Key verses of the Proverbs? 

     The guiding principles of the Book can be summarizes in these 
verses: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart   and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and he will 
make your paths straight" (Proverbs 3:5-6), and “the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge” (1:7, 9:10). 
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Q5: How does the book of Proverbs present Christ to us? 

      Christ is presented in Proverbs as the Wisdom for which the wise 
man aspires (Proverbs 8). The New Testament declares that Christ 
was “made our wisdom” (1 Cor. 1:30), and that in Christ ‘are hid all 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3).  

     The wisdom that is found only in Christ is in contrast to the 
foolishness of the world which encourages us to be wise in our own 
eyes. But Proverbs also tells us that the world’s way is not God’s 
way (Proverbs 3:7) and leads only to death (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).  

    Christ and the Apostles directly quoted the Proverbs (John 7:38, 
Romans 12:20, and James 4:6) or repeated their teaching. 

 

Q6: What is the outline of the Proverbs? 

     It is really hard to analyses the book of Proverbs. The book is 
filled with short verses about a lot of different things. These are the 
general categories; 

A. Advise for getting wisdom (Chapters 1-9) 
B. General instructions on righteous living (Chapters 10-16) 
C. Advise for increasing wisdom, understanding and learning 

(Chapters 17-24) 
D. Instructions and warnings about rejecting the truth (Chapters 

25-29) 
E. Words of Agur and King Lemuel about examples of wonderful, 

wise, and foolish things (Chapters 30-31:9) 
F. The ideal wife portrayed (Chapter 31:10-31) 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2014.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Proverbs%2016.25
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Q7: How do we understand the topic of discipline in the book? 

     Proverbs has a lot to say about discipline. It says that parents 
should discipline kids and that people should discipline themselves 
and that God discipline us. So what is discipline? 

     Discipline is not punishment. It simply means control for a time. A 
parent controls a child’s life until the child learns the right way to live. 
God disciplines us by doing something in our life that makes us stop 
and think so that we can make better choices. We discipline 
ourselves when we control ourselves instead of doing whatever we 
want, whenever we want no matter if it’s right or wrong. 

     Proverbs says to us as children of God over and over again that 
discipline is a good thing. We should be open to it and appreciate it.  
“My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not resent 
his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a 
father the son he delights in” (Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:4-11). 

 

Q8: How do we apply the book of Proverbs in our life? 

     Read it! Then live it! Proverbs contains some of the most 
applicable nuggets of truth in all of the Bible. The recurring promise 
of the Book of Proverbs is that those who choose wisdom and follow 
God will be blessed with joy (3:13-18); and the goodness of God 
(2:20-22; 9:11; 12:21). Those who reject Him, on the other hand, 
suffer shame and death (3:35; 10:21). To reject God is to choose 
folly over wisdom and is to separate ourselves from God, His Word, 
His wisdom and His blessings.  

     Proverbs reminds us that God concerns Himself not just with the 
big, cataclysmic events of life but even those mundane, “invisible” 
moments in our lives as well. 
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4. Notes on the book of Ecclesiastes 

 

     The title “Ecclesiastes” comes from the Hebrew word 
“qoheleth”, translated as “Preacher or teacher”, as one who calls an 
assembly, telling them his life experience and his search for 
satisfaction that is found nowhere “under the sun” expect in the 
words which come from “the One Shepherd” (Ecclesiastes12:11). It 
is as though he were saying, “come on then. Let’s see what a life 
without God is really like. What have you got if you only live for the 
things of this world? Life is futile and meaningless, frustrating and 
miserable. But God can make a difference” (Eccl 1:1-2; 12:1, 13-14). 

 

Q1: Who wrote the book? 

     Most Jewish and Christian tradition, suggests that King Solomon 
authored Ecclesiastes. There are quite a few verses that imply 
Solomon wrote this book. The Preacher calls himself “the son of 
David, king in Jerusalem” (Ecclesiastes 1:1, 12).  

 

Q2: When was the book written? 

     The content of Ecclesiastes reflects on someone who is old 
looking back on his folly with regret, pointing us to a better, simpler 
life lived in light of God’s direction (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). The Book 
of Ecclesiastes, then, would have been written just before the end of 
Solomon’s reign, approximately 935 B.C. 
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Q3: Why is Ecclesiastes so important? 

     Ecclesiastes presents us a naturalistic vision of life—one that 
sees life through distinctively human eyes—but ultimately recognizes 
the rule and reign of God in the world. This more humanistic quality 
has made the book especially popular among younger audiences 
today, men and women who have seen more than their fair share of 
pain and instability in life but who still cling to their hope in God. 

 

Q4: What's the purpose of Ecclesiastes? 

     Ecclesiastes, like much of life, represents a journey from one 
point to another. Solomon articulated his starting point early in the 
book: “Vanity of vanities! All is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2), indicating 
the futility and meaninglessness of life as he saw it. Nothing made 
sense to him because he had already tried any number of 
remedies—pleasure, work, and intellect—to ease his sense of 
feeling lost in the world. 

     However, even in his desperate search for meaning and 
significance in life, God remained present. For instance, we read that 
God provides food, drink, and work (2:24); both the sinner and the 
righteous person live in God’s sight (2:26); God’s deeds are eternal 
(3:14); and God empowers people to enjoy His provision (5:19). 
Ultimately, the great truth of Ecclesiastes lies in the acknowledgment 
of God’s ever-present hand on our lives. Even when injustice and 
uncertainty threaten to overwhelm us, we can trust Him and follow 
after Him (12:13–14). 
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Q5: How does Ecclesiastes presents Christ to us? 

    Christ stands out in two significant ways in Ecclesiastes; first, He 
is the greatest good, the ultimate satisfaction for which believer 
aspires. Secondly, He is the “one Shepherd” from whom the wisdom 
comes (cf. John 4:13-14; Eccl 12:11, John 10:1 and Col 2:3). Christ 
is both the Water of life that quenches our thirst for happiness and 
the wisdom of God that satisfies our desire for knowledge. In the end 
the Preacher advises the reader to focus on an eternal God instead 
of temporary pleasure. Ultimately, every disappointment and vanity 
described in Ecclesiastes has its remedy in Christ, the wisdom of 
God and the only true meaning to be found in life. 

 

Q6: What is the outline of the book? 

    Satisfaction is found nowhere in this world, but it is found beyond 
this world and it can be fulfilled only in God “the one Shepherd”. 

A. Riches, success, possessions and prosperity do not make us 
happy (1:1-5:13). Solomon had all this and more, but he still 
miserable. We think the more we have the happier we will be. 
But things do not bring happiness (5:14- 6). 

B. The only meaningful way to live and have satisfaction is to 
know God and put our faith in Him (7-12). 

 

Q7: What are the key verses of the book? 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, “'Vanity of vanities,' says the Preacher, 'vanity of 

vanities, all is vanity'”. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%201.2
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Ecclesiastes 2:11, “Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done 

and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a 

chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.” 

Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Remember your Creator in the days of your 

youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when 

you will say, 'I find no pleasure in them.'" 

Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion 

of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandment, for this is the 

whole duty of man.” 

 

Q8: How can we apply the message of Ecclesiastes? 

     We all desire and look for meaning and satisfaction in our life. 
Often that search takes us along winding, up-and-down paths filled 
with bursts of satisfaction that shine bright for a time but eventually 
fade. We relate to the journey of Solomon because, for so many of 
us, it is our own. When we attempt to find meaning in the pursuit of 
pleasure, the commitment to a job, or through plumbing intellectual 
depths, we all eventually find in each of these pursuits a dead end. 

     The world “under the sun,” apart from God, is frustrating, cruel, 
unfair, brief, and “utterly meaningless.” But with Christ, life is but a 
shadow of the glories to come in a heaven that is only accessible 
through Him.  

     Life is destined to remain unsatisfying apart from our recognition 
of God’s intervention. It only remains to be seen whether or not we 
will place our trust in His sure and able hands. Let then us hear the 
words of Ecclesiastes that they might encourage us to place our trust 
solely in the Lord. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%202.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%2012.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%2012.13
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5. Notes on the book of Song of Songs 

 

      The title in the Hebrew Bible is ִׁירִַׁהִשיִריםִש  “shiyr hashiyrim”, 
which translated as “the song of songs.” The repetition of the word 
song indicates that song considered as “the greatest of all songs.” 
We find a similar construction in other famous biblical phrases such 
as: Lord of Lords, King of Kings, and Holy of Holies. 

 

Q1: Who wrote the Song of Songs?  

     While some critics in the last two centuries have disputed 
Solomon’s authorship, the internal evidence supports it, not only 
because of the appearances of Solomon’s name but because of 
evidence of his royal advantage (3:6–11). Solomon wrote the book 
during his reign as king of Israel sometime between 971 and 931 
BC.  

Q2: What is the story of the Song? 

    There are two main characters in the story, King Solomon, and 
Shulamite, who becomes his wife. And there is also small part to 
play for “the daughters of Jerusalem” who function as a background 
chorus, the guards of the city, Shulamite’s brothers, and Shulamite’s 
younger sister. 

     The story seems to go like this Solomon had a vineyard in Baal 
Hamon; he let out his vineyard to tenants. Each was to bring for its 
fruit a thousand shekels of silver (Song of Songs 8:11). The tenants 
who were the Shulamite’s brothers, put Shulamite their sister to work 
hard for them and that caused the daughters of Jerusalem to 
wander; why Solomon, the king choose this dark grail to be his wife. 
In response to them Shulamite said, “Dark am I, yet lovely, 
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daughters of Jerusalem, dark like the tents of Kedar, like the tent 
curtains of Solomon. Do not stare at me because I am dark, because 
I am darkened by the sun. My mother’s sons were angry with me and 
made me take care of the vineyards; my own vineyard I had to 
neglect” (Song of Songs 1:5-6). 

     King Solomon, disguised as a shepherd, visited his vineyard, saw 
the Shulamite, and fell in love with her, because he saw in her “A 
wife of noble character who is worth far more than rubies. 
She brings him good, not harm” (Proverbs 31:10-12). 

  He said to her, “I liken you, my darling, to a mare among Pharaoh’s 
chariot horses. Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings, your neck 
with strings of jewels. We will make you earrings of gold, studded 
with silver… How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how 
beautiful! Your eyes behind your veil are doves. Your hair is like a 
flock of goats descending from the hills of Gilead. Your teeth are like 
a flock of sheep just shorn, coming up from the washing. Each has 
its twin; not one of them is alone. Your lips are like a scarlet 
ribbon; your mouth is lovely. Your temples behind your veil are like 
the halves of a pomegranate. Your neck is like the tower of David, 
built with courses of stone; on it hang a thousand shields, all of them 
shields of warriors. Your breasts are like two fawns, like twin fawns 
of a gazelle that browse among the lilies.  You are altogether 
beautiful, my darling; there is no flaw in you” (Ch 1:9-11; 4:1-7; cf 
Proverbs 31:10-31). 

    Solomon proposed marriage, and she accepted, but he had to go 
away for a time, promising to come back. She pictures their time 
together as a rich banquet (Songs of Songs 2:1-7). While he was 
absent, she dreamed about him (Ch 3:1-5). Then he returned and 
revealed that he was King Solomon. They married and 
consummated their marriage on their wedding night (3:6-5:1). The 
story goes on describes the celebration of their love as they 
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experienced various adventures together and then the story ends 
with Shulamite concern about her little sister and how Solomon 
assured her that together will look after her (Ch 8:8-10). 

 

Q3: What was the Purpose of Writing? 

     The Song of Solomon is a lyric poem written to extol the virtues of 
love between a husband and his wife. The poem clearly presents 
marriage as God’s design. A man and woman are to live together 
within the context of marriage, loving each other spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically. 

       

Q4: What is the Key Verse of the book?  

Song of Song 8:6-7, “Place me like a seal over your heart, like a 
seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy 
unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If one 
were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly 
scorned.” 

 

Q5: How to interpret the Song of Songs? 

    The Song of Songs combats two extremes: asceticism (the denial 
of all pleasure) and hedonism (the pursuit of only pleasure). The 
marriage profiled in Song of Songs is a model of care, commitment, 
and delight. And in general, there are three major views; 

1. The literal interpretation: Within this group, some take it as a 
purely secular story with no spiritual significance. They reject 
the Song’s canonicity. Others see it as a literal story with deep 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Song%208.6-7
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spiritual significance concerning the beauty of the marriage 
relationship in its fullness. 

2. The allegorical interpretation: It has been common among 
believing Jews and Christians to take this song symbolically, as 
an allegory of God’s love for His people (cf. the book of Hosea). 

3. The typical interpretation: Many Christian have viewed the 
bride and groom as a prefiguration or type of Christ and His 
love for the church (cf. Ephesians 5:28-32 & Revelation 21:1-2; 
9-11). 

     The poetry takes the form of a dialogue between a husband (the 
king) and his wife (the Shulamite). Here’s the basic outline of the 
book’s progression: 

1. Preparation for the wedding (So 1–3) 
o The bride prepares (1–3:5) 
o The groom prepares (3:6–11) 

2. The couple profess their love and desire 
o The groom professes his love (4) 
o The bride professes her love and longing (5) 

3. Both are united in love and blessing of their maturing marriage 
(6–8) 

     The song begins before the wedding, as the bride-to-be longs to 
be with her betrothed, and she looks forward to his intimate 
caresses. However, she advises letting love develop naturally, in its 
own time. The king praises the Shulamite’s beauty, overcoming her 
feelings of insecurity about her appearance. The Shulamite has a 
dream in which she loses Solomon and searches throughout the city 
for him. With the help of the city guards, she finds her beloved and 
clings to him, taking him to a safe place. Upon waking, she repeats 
her injunction not to force love. 

     On the wedding night, the husband again praises the beauty of 
his wife, and in highly symbolic language, the wife invites her spouse 
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to partake of all she has to offer. They make love, and God blesses 
their union. 
 
     As the marriage matures, the husband and wife go through a 
difficult time, symbolized in another dream. In this second dream, the 
Shulamite rebuffs her husband, and he leaves. Overcome with guilt, 
she searches the city for him; but this time, instead of helping her, 
the guards beat her—symbolic of her pained conscience. Things end 
happily as the lovers reunite and are reconciled. 

     As the song ends, both the husband and wife are confident and 
secure in their love, they sing of the lasting nature of true love, and 
they yearn to be in each other’s presence. 

 

 Q6: How does the Song of Songs present Christ for us? 

     Some Bible interpreters see in Song of Solomon an exact 
symbolic representation of Christ and His church. Christ is seen as 
the king, while the church is represented by the Shulamite. While we 
believe the book should be understood literally as a depiction of 
marriage, there are some elements that foreshadow the Church and 
her relationship with her king, the Lord Jesus. Song of Songs 2:4 
describes the experience of every believer who is sought and bought 
by the Lord Jesus. We are in a place of great spiritual wealth and are 
covered by His love. Verse 16 of chapter 2 says, “My beloved is 
mine, and I am his. He feeds his flock among the lilies”. Here is a 
picture of not only the security of the believer in Christ (John 10:28-
29), but of the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep—believers—
and lays down His life for us (John 10:11). Because of Him, we are 
no longer stained by sin, having had our “spots” removed by His 
blood (Song of Songs 4:7; Ephesians 5:27). 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Song%202.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.28-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.28-29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Song%204.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.27
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Q7: What is the Practical Application of the book for us today? 

     Our world is confused about marriage. The modern attempts to 
redefine marriage stand in obvious contrast to Solomon’s Song. 
Marriage says the biblical poet, is to be celebrated, enjoyed, and 
revered. This book provides some practical guidelines for 
strengthening our marriages: 

1) Give your spouse the attention he or she needs. Take the time 
to truly know your spouse. 

2) Encouragement and praise, not criticism, are vital to a 
successful relationship. 

3) Enjoy each other. Plan some getaways. Delight in God’s gift of 
married love. 

4) Do whatever is necessary to reassure your commitment to your 
spouse. Renew your vows; work through problems. God 
intends for you both to live in a deeply peaceful, secure love. 

 

Conclusion 

     The Song of Songs is an “outdoor book”, using many images 
from nature- gardens, fields, mountains, flocks, birds, flowers, 
spices, and animals- and the love of husband and wife fits right into 
this context. All nature is God’s gifts to us and should be used for His 
glory, including human nature and the wonderful gift of marriage. 
May God be praised and His name highly exalted for all good things 
that come from Him. 

Soli Deo Gloria- To God alone be the Glory 

Botros Botrosdief   

2020 
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